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Verb forms — new for N4

verbs - adjectives - conditionals - giving/receiving

1. Passive form 25 (~h3/~b>N 3)
Form:ru:-% - -bhd (EbN %, BEXHMN %) - u: change u—~a-
row + N3 (Erhd, REND Bbhd) §5-8h3 -k
-Zbhd
Use: Two uses: (1) Direct passive — the doer becomes (<. (2)
Suffering passive — something bad happened to the speaker.
Same form as potential for ru-verbs; context disambiguates.
RIS —F#B~HNT=, (My cake was eaten by my father
— annoying.)
ZORIFZLDANICTFEENTUWET, (This book is read by
many people.)

2. Causative form {£% (~€ 5/~ ¥ 3)

Form:ru:-% - -3# % (BEX&H3) - u: change u—a-row + £
3 (EHED FHED REEDE) T5-0885 - K-8
%

Use: 'Make/let someone do'. Subject makes (X%) or lets (XIZ)
another person do the action. With intransitive verbs use %; with
transitive verbs use [ for the person.
BFBICHEEBEEHEE L7, (Mum made my brother
eat vegetables.)
b e o EEZEIETLEL, (Please let me think for a
moment.)

Adjective quick reference

3. Causative-passive fE&Z & (~XEbN 3)
Form: [causative] + b5 » BRIELNE, FErtEbhd u-
verbs contract: REE LN D - MEFSND
Use: 'Was made to do' (against one's will). Emphasizes
reluctance/imposition. Common in complaints and stories about
being forced.
FHocxE €7/ eBbEh&E L, (Asakidlwas
made to learn piano.)
SETIHMLESE LN, (I was made to talk for 3
hours at the meeting.)

4. Imperative + Prohibitive S 57 - 21
Form:ru:-% — -5 (R, B~X3) - u:u-row - e-row (fTiF, 5T,
) - $5-LAB/EL - FE-Z - Prohibitive: [dict] + % (1T
{7, R5%)
Use: Strong command (rude in most contexts). Used in signs,
sports, anger, orders. Softer: ~CT < 72& L)/~ S LY (semi-
polite). Prohibitive ~ 7 is very direct — don't use with people
above you.

BEEES | (Get up quickly!)

Z ZIZAB7%, (Noentry — literally 'don't enter'.)

5. Potential AJHER (~MB/HN D)
Form:ru:-% - -3 (BNSN3B)—casual: bIkE = BN
% -uru-row — e-row + % (fTl13%, 8ioH 3, ElF3)- §5-TF
% -k3-Zbh?
Use: 'Can do'. Object particle changes: % — #° in the potential
clause (though % is heard casually). For ru-verbs, colloquial %%k
& drops &.
AARFEHEL £7, (I can speak Japanese.)
ZDOEFIFFHEL, (I can't read this kanji)

6. Volitional ER (~& 5/~F7)
Form:ru:-% - -&J -uu-row—»o-row+ 5 - 5L &5 -k
5T &S -polite: ~% L & 5
Use: 'Let's / | shall'. Combined: ~& 5 £ 5 (Iplanto), ~& 5 &
9% (try to). Cannot be made negative directly.
Sl %1ES 5 A (What shall we make tonight?)
ARICED S EB>TVWET, (I'm planning to live in
Japan.)

7. L -adjective forms
Form: aff: &\ - neg: & £ &Ly - past: &4 5 7= - past-neg: & <
b ofz -t mL T adv: &< -irregular: LUy — K- stem (& <
W, Kh o)
Use: Drop L before endings. L)LY is irregular — conjugates
from &-.
=205 Bi-MEIEEE LALED 272, (The movie
yesterday wasn't interesting.)

Conditionals — full comparison

8. Zs-adjective forms
Form: aff: 874" - neg: 887 L » &L/ Tld 4Ly - past: B o7z -
past-neg: #7/° LU » B > 7= - te: 55 T - adv: 29I - modifies
noun: 74 % + noun
Use: Behaves like noun + 7. Uses 7& (not @) when directly
modifying a noun.
Z OBTIEENTENWTT, (This town is quiet and
beautiful.)

9. ~I& conditional
Form:ru: -3 — - (RNIE, B_NIL) - u: u-row - e-row + |F
ATV, mEHIE) - i-adj: -Ly - -IFhIE (R IFNIL) - na-adj/noun: -
5 (E) - neg: ~EIFhiE
Use: 'If (hypothetically) A, then B'. Often used for general truths,
natural consequences, and hopes. B cannot express
command/request/invitation if A is action-based — use ~7z
instead.
A ENIE, TEFHA. (fitrains, | won't go.
ZIFNIFEWE T, (fit's cheap, I'll buy it)

10. ~ & conditional (automatic)
Form: [dict] + & - [z -form] + & - noun/na-adj: -7 + &
Use: 'Whenever A happens, B automatically follows'. Used for
machine operations, natural laws, habits, directions. B cannot be
command/request/invitation. Present-tense verb only in B when
talking about general truth.
ZOREyERTE KHHET, (When you press this
button, water comes out.)
FICHDE MAKE LY, (When spring comes, cherry
blossoms bloom.)

Giving & receiving with honorific variants

11. ~7= % conditional (most flexible)
Form: [short past] + 5 — FATED, B o1b, BN/t -
neg: EEAN ST
Use: 'lIf/when A is done, B'. The most versatile. Allows
command/request/invitation in B (unlike ~|&/~ & ). Order-of-
events guaranteed: A finishes, then B.
BN H > =, #EITH T, (If you have time, come
over.)
BREMNMED>T=b, TLEZRFEL &£ 5, (Once homework
is done, let's watch TV.)

12. ~% % conditional (contextual)
Form: [short form] + 7 & - noun/na-adj: drop 72, add 7% % — %
ERD FELRD
Use: 'If (as you're saying / as we're discussing) A, then B'.
Responds to something just mentioned. Also used for advice: 'If
you're going to do X, then Y.
BARICITC B, JELBTIH T, (If you're going to
Japan, | recommend Kyoto.)
Falln, HOIEHLHL LV, (If you want sushi, that place
is good.)

13. Giving/receiving verbs — plain vs honorific

Form: %1|f% (give down/out) - # L £1f% (humble, giving up)
{N% (give to me) » £ 72& % (honorific, from above)

H 59 (receive) » L7=72 < (humble)

Use: Choice depends on social direction. Use humble/honorific

with superiors, customers, professors. < 72& % and L\ > L %

% haveirregular ~£9 form: < 7ZE WV ET, LHoLpWET.
FENARE LS WE LT, (My teacher gave me a book.)
BEKRICHPAZ W LE L7, (I explained to the
customer.)

14. Applied to actions: ~TH|FB/<h3/H DS
Form: [V-te] + &% (do for someone) - [V-te] + <115
(someone does for me) - [V-te] + ¥ 5 5 (receive the favor of V)
Polite: ~TWF=72K, ~TLEE B
Use: Particle pattern: &% /% & 5 take (C for recipient/giver;
<M % takes 7' for giver + | (FL) for recipient.
FEICAHARBEHATWEE X L7z, (I had my teacher
teach me Japanese.)
RIZbHFE->TL{NT, (Afriend helped me.)
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Time & purpose expressions

time - purpose - reason - modals - appearance - particles - honorifics

15. Time — ~f# vs ~fIC vs ~3 BIC
Form: ~f& (during, continuous action in B) - ~[&( (during that
interval, one-time action in B) - ~3 % (Z (while it's still ~, before it

changes)
Use: ~[# = B happens continuously during A. ~&IZ = B happens
once at some point during A. ~ 5 5 (Z = 'while still' (do B while

conditions of A still hold).
ABFOMIC, KIEHA RS,
came.)
BTN BICENTLIEE,
warm.)

(While | was out, a friend

(Please eat while it's still

16. ~% A% (while doing)

Form: [V-masu stem] + %A%

Use: 'While simultaneously doing A, (also) B'. Same subject for
both actions. The main action is B; A is background.

BEzBEEEAN S, ME8LES, (I study while listening to
music.)

Reasons and contrast

17. Purpose — ~7=®IZ vs ~& 5 IC
Form: ~7=8(Z: [V-dict] + 728 (C + B (in order to A, do B —
deliberate) - noun + @ + 72 &
~& 5120 [V-dict / V-7 L /V-potential] + & 5 I + B (so that A
happens — often intransitive/no control)
Use: 7% = subject has control. & 5 (C = often used with
potential/intransitive verbs or when speaker has no direct control
over outcome.
BARICESSHIC, BREEZBELTVES,
Japanese in order to live in Japan.)
BRAENE SIS, XEEERY £,
forget.)

(I study

(I take notes so | don't

18. ~&3IK¥B/~&5IChH B
Form: ~ & 5 (29 % (make an effort to do) - ~& 5 IC7% (come
to do/be able to do — change over time)
Use: ~& 5129 % = deliberate habit change. ~& 5 127 % =
gradual/natural change; often paired with potential form (F&t %
& 51278 % = come to be able to speak).
FHEBHTHLIICLTUVET, (Itry to exercise every
day.)
AAFEIFEEDLIICHRYE LT,
speak Japanese.)

(I've become able to

19. Reasons — H*> / DT/ 128 / DIC
Form: ~%* & (subjective, everyday) - ~D T (softer, polite) - ~7=%
(I2) (formal, written) - ~® | (despite — contrast)
Use: %5/ T use short form; @ T shifts na-adj/noun to 74
form (Eh % D T). 72 similar. M IZ expresses unexpected
contrast — 'despite the fact that...".
M7eh . 7€ £ A, (Iwon't go because it's raining.)
sk L=, RBICE ST, (Istudied but | still failed.)

Modals — probability and obligation

20. ~L (listing reasons)
Form: [short form] + L + [short form] + L + main clause
Use: 'It's A, and B, and (therefore/so)...". Used to give multiple
supporting reasons. Often the last L is followed by ~#*% or
main statement.
ZWL, BLLWLL, K<TEET,
delicious, so | go often.)

(It's cheap and

21, ~l3F/ ~RE /~DH LBV /~B5
Form: ~1& 9" [short form] + |& 3" (should/must be — logical
expectation)
~~ZF [V-dict] + N Z (should/ought to — moral obligation)
~HH L7 [short form] + 7% L AL7Z8 Ly (might, maybe)
~72%5/TL & 3 [short form] + 725 5 (probably)
Use: [$9 = expectation based on info. XE = moral 'should’;
suru - §HNE /IARZE A LA = ~50% probability. 72
%5 = ~80% probability.
HARSAIESAXZIETTT,
today.)
bo LRI ANEL,

(Tanaka should be coming

(I ought to study more.)

Appearance / hearsay — full differentiation

22. ~BEIThIEBLLEVL / ~BLTHLL
Form: ~R I NIE S AL / ~ AT NIEWIF AL / casual: ~75 &
¥/ ~7%{H % (must)
~72 < TH LWLy (don't have to)
Use: Same meaning (‘must’), slight formality difference. Casual
contractions drop the rest.
HLIRECRELE »WLIFEL, (I have to get up early
tomorrow.)

BRELELTHVLWLWTT L, (You don't have to reply.)

23. ~%Z 5 (appearance) — 'looks like'
Form: V-stem + Z 5 -i-adj: drop L\ + Z 5 (FL\LZ ) na-
adj: £ 9 (GtRZ 9) - exception: L L\ - £ & Z 5 - negative: ~7%
)
Use: Judging from appearance, right now. Cannot be used for
what's clearly true (e.g., 'this cake looks like a cake' is wrong).
MAEY Z 5 T9, (Looks like it'll rain.)
ZOREIFH WL Z 572, (This dish looks delicious.)

Advanced particles

24. ~%Z 5 TY (hearsay) — 'l hear that'

Form: [short form] + Z 5 T - na-adj/noun: +72% 5 C9¢ -
source: ~l2k B &

Use: Reporting what you heard. Different form from appearance
% 9 (uses short form, not stem).
Za2—XRIZ&B e, BREWEZITY,
news, it'll rain tomorrow.)

(According to the

25. ~ L\ (evidential — 'seems, reportedly’)

Form: [short form] + & L L - na-adj/noun: drop 72, add & L W
Use: Stronger than Z 5 T9 (hearsay), based on
evidence/observation, less direct than saying you know for sure.
Also ‘typical of (535 L L = manly).

L IEFER S LW T, (She seems to be sick / apparently
she's sick.)

26. ~#7=\> / ~& 5 (resembling, looks like)
Form: noun + &7\ /D & 5 - [short form] + &7=Lv /& 5 - na-
adj: & + £ /plain + Z7z
Use: #7zL) is casual, £ 9 is formal (often written). Used for
physical resemblance, apparent state, or metaphor.
RiFH 2o 0—2HT=WTT, (My dad looks like Santa.)
MARE->7-& 5 TT, (It seems to have rained.)

27. ~L 7 (only + neg)

Form: noun + L %" + [verb in NEGATIVE form]

Use: 'Only’, with a nuance of 'not enough'. Always followed by
negative verb.

[FFELb® Y EA. (onlyhave 1000 yen)

Honorifics — respectful (Z#{5%) & humble (5

£%
L)

)

28. ~iEHY
Form: noun + (£A' Y (only, nothing but) - [V-te] + (£A* Y
(always doing) - [V-ta] + (£A* Y (just did)
Use: Three meanings: (1) only/exclusively X, (2) always doing V
(often negative feel), (3) just did V (very recent).
BT —LlEDY LTWD,
play games.)
SEELIE»YTT,

(My brother does nothing but

(I just got up.)

29. Other particles: ~& X ~E TIC ~F2 ~FZ1FTHL
Form: ~& X = even (X & X & = "if only X')
~# TIZ = by (deadline; different from ~ % T = until)
~3D = each, apiece
~721F T4 < = not only
Use: ~ & TIC always paired with a target action, marks deadline.
~& Z intensifies.
FHTEZTE S, (Evena child can doit)
SMAE TICERH LTS L, (Please submit by Friday.)

30. Honorific patterns — B#jZE (respectful)

Form: £ + [V-masustem] + |42 — HEEITH D, BRAIC
AN

Passive-form as honorificc #0113, kb %

Irregular: $2 -4 &% - {7</5KD/V5-Lb>L %% -Bd-

ZHBICHD - BRE-BLENS - Ei-B-oL»d -AoTL

5L

Use: Use when talking about the actions of a person you respect
(customer, teacher, boss). Never for yourself.

S IR EBFEHCEY £ L7, (The teacher read the
book.)
ARFICLWD> Ly WETD,

(What time will you arrive?)

31. Humble patterns — i#:%z& (humble)
Form: £ + [V-masustem] + % /Wi —BFLLET, B
MogWLES
Irregular: §2 W ed - 7K /5kD-58%/5 - LWE-55 - &
RE/ME -0 - RE-FHRTS - 5589 /HLETS
Use: Use when describing your own actions towards a superior.
Lowers yourself to elevate the listener.
BAH. w7 ETEY £7, (I will come to the hotel
tomorrow.)

TEAWELET,

(I'll show you around.)



